La Fontaine
des Nouvelles
The Official Newsletter of the Barony of
Fontaine dans Sable
February 2011 A.S. XLV

Hear the Words of the
Baron & Baroness of Fontaine

Greetings Unto the Most Excellent Populace of Fontaine
dans Sable!

First off, we would like to thank THL Anna

MacTaggart for a fabulous job of autocrating our 12th

Night. We have heard so many good things about the event

from our out-of-town guests and a good time was had by all!!!
We would also like to thank all of those who made the short
trek with us down to St. Golias for their War Practice.

Don Estevan de Sepultura, THL Anna MacTaggart,
THL Isabella Ambrosini, Don Argyle MacGreggor,
Lord Rowland McCain, Lord Soren Kinney, Lord

Gatlon de Sepultura, Lady Seika, Lady Alamanda de la
Roca, Collette, Ian, Chris and Maureen. It was such a

great trip this year and it was great to see Fontaine represent on

the heavy and light fields. Although our numbers may have been

small, we made an amazing impression on those at the

practice...once again our Barony was shining like the jewel that
she is.

Ahead of us looms the shadow of

WAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA
AAAAAARRRRRRRRRRRRR
RRRRRRRRR in the neighboring Kingdom of

Atenveldt. We are so excited for Estrella this year and hope
that many of you will join us for this fun filled week.

There is

more than enough to keep the most avid SCAer busy having

fun the entire time. Arts and Sciences classes and competition,
Armored Combat, Rapier Combat, Archery, parties, and of
course

SHOPPING!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
So gather up your family and friends and come spend a
marvelous weekend with the family you choose!

In Service to the Crown,

Angus and Elizabeth

Baron and Baroness of Fontaine dans Sable

News From the Seneschal
Greetings Unto the Populace of Fontaine dans Sable,
I want to thank everyone for coming out to 12th Night. It was a great event. Thank you
all for your hard work.
WAR is just a couple short weeks away. I am looking forward to it. I hope everyone is
prepared to take up arms and follow our King and Queen into battle.
Bids for Warders of the Western Gate are due by March 30th.
YiS,
Lady Lasairfhiona inghean an Seanchaidhe
Seneschal

Greetings From The Chronicler
Hail Fontaine!
I had a great time at 12th night. I hope all of you enjoyed
yourselves as well. THL Anna and her coordinators did a
fabulous job!
Many prepare for WWWAAAAAARRRRRRRRRR!!!
If you are able to attend, I urge you to go. I love this
event. It truly has something for everyone.
I would like to thank all of the populace who have signed
waivers for their submissions and their photos for the
Nouvelle. I know this is something new and one more hoop
to jump through to enjoy our game. I appreciate more than
I can say that all of you have complied with no resistance
and no more grumbling than I’ve done myself. I am so
proud to serve a populace who is so supportive of me and
my office. Thank you.
YIS,
Lady Melangell Dwn
Chronicler

February 2011
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2
Officer’s
Meeting 6 PM
Populace
Meeting 7 PM

Thursday
3

Friday
4

Saturday
5
Fighter Practice
Heavy 11 AM
Rapier 11 AM

6
Archery 11 AM

7

8

9

10

11

12
Fighter Practice
Heavy 11 AM
Rapier 11 AM

13
Archery 11 AM

14
Estrella War
Begins

15

16

17

18

19
Fighter Practice
Heavy 11 AM
Rapier 11 AM

20
Archery 11 AM

21
Estrella War
Ends

22

23

24

25

26
Fighter Practice
Heavy 11 AM
Rapier 11 AM

27
Archery 11 AM

28

March 2011
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2
Officer’s
Meeting 6 PM
Populace
Meeting 7 PM

Thursday
3

Friday
4

Saturday
5
Fighter Practice
Heavy 11 AM
Rapier 11 AM
Caerthe A&S

6
Archery 11 AM

7

8

9

10

11

13
Archery 11 AM

14

15

16

17

18

12
Fighter Practice
Heavy 11 AM
Rapier 11 AM
Crown
Tournament
19

20
Archery 11 AM

21

22

23

24

25

27
Archery 11 AM

28

26
Fighter Practice
Heavy 11 AM
Rapier 11 AM
Caer Galen A&S

Norway is a relatively small country. The south part
where Valdres is located it is only about 250 mi. across
(North Dakota is 360 mi. from east to west).
Norway is divided into 20 " fylker " or counties Valdres is a
part of Oppland fylke and includes these five “herreder” or
townships: Vang, Vestre, Slidre, Ostre Slidre, Nord-Aurdal,
Sor-Aurdal and Etnedal. Etendal did not become a “herad”
until 1894. Before that time”Nothe Etnedal”was a part of
the herad Nord-Aurdal and the south part called
“Bruflat”was a part of the Sor-Aurdal. All oour ancestors
were born in “North Etnedal”, which was at that time only a
part of the herad Nord-Aurdal.
Etnedal is located about 75 mi. north of Oslo Norway. It
derives its name from the river Etna, which flows down
through it. On both sides of our river people have built
their homes; some, lowdown; others, higher up; while others
are located near the top of the hills. On account of a steep
sloping ground, most in every house is set on post on one
side. The ground is sandy and must be heavily manured. Pits
are provided under all cattle barns where all fertilizers
is carefully saved. The farms are small and the cultivated
area seldom exceeds three or 4 acres. Our forefathers
grew up at a time when people in Etnedal as well as other
parts of Norway experienced a siege of most trying
conditions, as you will see later in the histories of our
people. On account of extensive crop failures caused by
drought and frost, all kinds of food stuffs became scarce.
Many families in poor circumstances went hungry and had
to resort to go begging for a little to eat. There was no
organized system for the support of the poor and needy as
is the case now.
The large majority of the pioneers at that time had one
thing in common; they were all poor people. Poor people
working for the landowners in Norway were called
“husmand” meaning they lived on the farm where they were
employed, and the rent for a small house in which they
lived was paid for by their labor. Thus they had no prospect
of ever owning either house or land and the deplorable
part of it was that the children of poor parents were
neglected in public schools because they could not afford
necessary equipment. Many did not learn to write. The only
books studied were those that eventually would prepare
them for confirmation. Many worked as sheep and goats
herders from the time they were eight years old, besides
attending school whenever that was in session. Went
confirmed, then hired out. In some instances their parents
or in dire need of assistance and their small salary had to
be turned over to them. Others again were bent on saving
their pay, hoping someday to be able to continue their
schooling or emigrate to America, where the opportunity

for young men and women was brighter.
Compared to other parts of Norway, Valdres valleys were
heavily populated. With scarcity of land, poor wages, poor
economic conditions and the fact that people were longing
for independence of owning their own land-their eyes were
open towards America. The news of the “ Homestead Act” of
1862 in the United States and the end of the and the Civil
War added to their desire to go. After the first few years,
letters from families already in the United States spread
the “ America fever” fast.
Norway gave the U.S. Almost one-fifth of its population
from1865 to 1890. Most of these were under 30 years of
age. Men, women and children in their best years, strong,
healthy, vigorous, full life and hope.
By: Ronnaug Olafsdatter

Baronial Spotlight
Cats Eye Dancers
Many years ago, before I moved to this area, I
had been part of a dance troupe of Middle
Eastern dancers. I truly never thought that I
would have the joy of dancing in a group with
other women again.
There is something joyful and uplifting about
dancing in a troupe. The camaraderie, the
trials, the work, the creativity, the learning,
overcoming one's fear of performing in public,
is absolutely not to be equaled anywhere. You
are part of a sisterhood with one goal in
common--to dance. First, to dance for
yourself; second, to dance for others. That's
what the Cats Eye Dancers were all about.
It was my pleasure and privilege to have the
opportunity to dance with THL Kristana
Tancz. She emerged as the leader of our
troupe and I have several wonderful memories
of our performances. Our dancing styles
within the Troupe were as varied as its
members, but Krista always stood out. Like
teenagers, we would get together, try on new
dance outfits, do each others makeup and try
different hair styles. We worked on turbans,

we worked on veils, we brought our talents
together and made something very special.
Thank you, Krista! You will be long
remembered. Your smile, your laugh, your joy
for living...gone too soon.
I hope you are enjoying your time in
Summerland.
THL Evain Macrae

Final Reminders:
Deputies needed for:
Exchequer
Bids open for:
Warders Of the Western Gate until March 30th
Of Interest to the Barony
Websites of Interest for the
Barony of Fontaine dans Sable
Fontaine dans Sable’s Website: http://fontainesca.org
Fontaine’s Discussion List: fontainedanssable@yahoogroups.com
Fontaine’s Largesse List: fontaine-largesse@yahoogroups.com
Fontaine’s Archery List: fontainearchers@yahoogroups.com
Fontaine’s Rapier List: fontaine-rapier@yahoogroups.com
Fontaine’s Player’s List: Fontaine-Players@yahoogroups.com
Fontaine’s Brewers List: fontaine-brewers@yahoogroups.com
Fontaine Belly Dancers’ List:
fontainebellydancers@yahoo.groups.com
Fontaine Sewer’s List: SewingFontaine@yahoogroups.com
Outlands’ Website: http://www.outlands.org
SCA Website: http://sca.org

The Fine Print:
Some Clip Art by Dover Art
All Other Art in the Public Domain

La Fontaine des Nouvelles is a publication by and for
the members of the Barony of Fontaine dans Sable of
the Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA), Inc.
It is not a corporate publication of the SCA and
does not delineate SCA policies. Electronic copies of
this newsletter are available from the Chronicler,
Melody Buser 7 CR3191 Aztec, NM 87410,
free of charge. Copyright 2007, Society for Creative
Anachronism, Inc. Except where otherwise stated,
all articles in this publication may be reprinted
without special permission in other newsletters and
publications of the SCA, Inc. subject to the following
conditions: a) The text must be reprinted in its entirety
without modifications; b) The author's name and
original publication credit must be printed with the text;
c) You must notify the Chronicler of Fontaine dans
Sable indicating what was reprinted and in which
publication. Submissions and Corrections. If you
would like to submit an article or artwork to La
Fontaine des Nouvelles, or if you have corrections or
updates, please contact the Chronicler. The preferred
method for submissions is an attachment to an e-mail
message sent to chronicler@fontainesca.org

